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particular reason to be grateful.”
In short, John PC Goff was the 

gold standard for the solicitors’ 
profession. Essentially a quiet 
family man, he nonetheless 
was great company, a master of 
wit, and available to assist his 
colleagues whether within his own 
firm or outside. John’s rock and 
soulmate was his wife Rosemary, 
who steadfastly supported John  
in all his endeavours throughout  
the years. The other joys in  
his life were his five children, 
(twins Viva and Frances, John, 
Hubert and Rosemary) and his  
13 grandchildren. 

Adjectives such as professional, 
gentleman-like, honest and hard-
working could all be applied, 
equally, to John. A deeply 
religious man, he would be first 
into the office at Newtown after 
early Mass each morning, and last 
to leave. It was John’s practice to 
go home for his ‘tea’ and return 
to the office each evening for 
a number of hours. For him, 
Saturday was also a day of work 
but, thankfully, he still found time 
somehow to immerse himself fully 
in family affairs at his home in 
‘Marlfield’, Newtown, as well as 
engage with his many friends. 

Retired since 2013, John 
nonetheless remained interested 
in his firm and available to listen 
and advise his former colleagues, 
if required. He remained active 
around Waterford City and could 
be seen daily at the People’s Park 
or Ardkeen Shopping Centre, 
where he continued to engage and 
banter with many. His passing is 
an enormous loss to Rosemary, 
his family, the legal profession, his 
firm, many colleagues and friends. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam. Ní 
bheidh a leitéad arís ann.

GO’H

JOHN PC GOFF –
AN APPRECIATION

On 30 March 2015, John 
PC Goff (retired solicitor 
and coroner) passed away. 

He did so having left an indelible 
mark on the Irish legal landscape. 

As a solicitor practising in 
Waterford for over 55 years, John 
was active on many fronts. Having 
secured the silver medal at the 
Law Society final exams, John 
began his professional career at 
George A Nolan’s office in 1957. 
He was known to “work hard and 
keep long hours”. 

John made his name in the 
District Court and was never 
afraid to speak his mind in court 
or outside. As time went by, he 
became involved with many 
organisations. He was treasurer 
of the National Council for the 
Blind for 13 years, receiver to 
the trustees of the Holy Ghost 
Hospital, Waterford, as well as 
Waterford City coroner for several 
decades. He was a past-president 
and extremely active member of 
the Waterford Law Society and 
was always associated with the 
affairs of Waterpark College. He 
was a successful sportsman in 
many codes during his youth. In 
more recent years, he took up golf 
with his great pal Paddy Lowe, 
and spoke with pride of his hole-
in-one at Dunmore East Golf 
Club. 

In 1974, he teamed up with his 
friend and colleague Iain Farrell 
(Farrell & Farrell) to form the 
amalgamated firm of Nolan, 
Farrell & Goff, which opened its 
offices at Newtown, Waterford, 
in 1975 and continues there to 
this day. John had extremely high 
standards for himself, which he 
expected others to at least try to 
match. He was not slow to express 
a view on how something should 
be done properly, but always in a 
fair and encouraging fashion. In 

a sense, John was all things to all 
people. He would put each and 
every client at ease, irrespective of 
their background, and invariably 
know that person’s parents or 
relatives. He had an innate 
capacity to empathise with every 
client and instil confidence in 
their intended course of action.

John also energised and 
commanded respect from each 
and every person he worked with 
at Nolan, Farrell & Goff. He 
was a mentor for many. To quote 
from Mr Justice Frederick Morris 
when John celebrated 50 years in 
the profession: “John was always 
polite, always wise, always good 
company, and always the essence 
of whatever it is that goes to make 
up a brilliant lawyer … I have 

never known him to be wrong. 
In all cities, there is always one 
lawyer that everyone in the legal 
world knows on first-name terms 
and to whom they turn for advice 
and guidance. That person is 
undoubtedly John in the case of 
Waterford City.” 

To quote Judge Tom Teehan: 
“More than all his other qualities, 
what I most admire about John is 
that he simply does things right. 
There are no flourishes; there 
is no bombast; he never seeks 
to push himself forward. Yet the 
preparation for a case is invariably 
painstakingly thorough, 
something for which innumer-
able clients and a considerable 
number of barristers briefed by 
him over the years have  
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